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there were more than two hundred persons present, appeared with a face screwed up for the occasion.
He assumed such a ridiculous air of importance that even those who were best disposed to England wished he had stayed at home, since the only effect he produced was to render himself uglier than he naturally was.
Holland had only a Consul General at the Court of Lisbon, who discharged the functions of Minister. Mynheer Dormant! was a worthy and excellent man. His wife, like himself, was one of those persons whose friendship and esteem confer honor on those who enjoy them.
The Austrian Ambassador was M. von Lebzeltern. For him and his interesting family we cherished a high regard. The Countess Leb/.eltern, who was a native of Spain, was much advanced in years. But the gayety of her mind and the playfulness of her manners, which were the relic of a past age, recalled to my mind the traditions of infancy and conspired to attached me to her. Her daughters, especially the eldest, Dofia Theresa Maria, were charming girls. How many delightful hours have I passed at Lisbon and at Cintra with this estimable family! Junot, too, was much attached to them.
The Cointe de Villavcrde filled in the Portuguese Cabinet an office similar to that which in France is called President of the Council. He was considered to possess a certain taet, or, to speak in plainer terms, a sort of shrewd cunning, and was subject to that perpetual timidity which, in a Government as well as an individual, is the stamp of degradation and frequently of dishonor. M. de Villaverde had just talent enough to discern from the lightning's flash that the storm was advancing upon his country. But there his discernment; ended. He had no resources to oppose to the danger, and, having proclaimed it, he delivered himself up to its terrors.
The Vicomte d'Anadia, the Minister of the Marine, was one of those persons whom it is always a happiness to meet. But the Viscount was not easily to be met with, for he was an absolute hermit. He avoided society. He saw his country in its true light, vix, a paradise inhabited by demons and brutes, and containing a mere sprinkling of what was good, He contemplated the evils